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HOLY  WEEK 

Palm Sunday, April 13 - Worship at 8:15 &11:00 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday, April 17- Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 18 - Worship at 7:00 p.m. 
 

EASTER  SUNDAY 

Sunrise Service - 6:30 a.m. 

Traditional Worship - 8:00, 9:30 &11:00 a.m. 
(Sunday School will not be held Easter Sunday) 

 

**Childcare is available for all services except Easter Sunrise** 

April 2014 



 

Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

A Colorado pastor tells of being in a grocery store one day and encountering a woman she 
hadn’t seen in a long time. “It was awkward for both of us,” the pastor said, “as she had suddenly 
stopped attending church and we never learned exactly why.” After the two exchanged pleasant-
ries, the pastor said, “We miss you. Is there anything that our church can do for you?” The 
woman replied, “Yes, there is. You could stop asking for money all the time.” The pastor doesn’t 
indicate how she answered that woman. Perhaps the woman’s response caught her by surprise 
and the pastor didn’t have time to organize a reply. But she continued to think about it, and she 
eventually presented her response in the form of a sermon to her congregation. She started by 
acknowledging that the church is always asking for money, but she went on unapologetically to 
defend that practice by enumerating all the ministries and missions churches engage in. The pas-
tor acknowledged that some people grow weary of being asked to give but said that perhaps they 
would prefer the sort of church she’d read about recently where the members aren’t asked for 
money. Instead, they take turns doing everything in the church, including cleaning the building, 
providing the music, preparing the bulletin, doing the preaching and teaching, and spending a 
year each on the mission field (because they have no money to give to missions). In winter, they 
dress very warmly for worship because they don’t run the furnace. They offer no child care, no 
children’s church and no youth ministry. The pastor concluded that example by saying, “A church 
that needs no money wouldn’t be much of a church at all. I’m glad to be part of a church that al-
ways needs money. It means we’re doing something, going somewhere, making a difference.” 
The pastor made some additional worthy points in her sermon and then concluded by saying, “It’s 
a good thing the church is asking for money. What kind of church would the church be if it wasn’t 
always reaching out to help others in need? And the local church is unarguably the best place to 
open our pocketbooks.”  

It was a good sermon and a good response to the complaint that the church is always asking 
for money. We should recognize, however, that it isn’t the whole response. The argument that the 
church should be asking for money because of all the good stuff it does has merit, but any worthy 
charity can make that case. The church isn’t simply a charity with a religious sheen on it. Chris-
tians aren’t simply do-gooders who also pray. The church exists to make the world better in the 
name of Jesus Christ. That’s why people should give to the church. The church is God’s change 
agent – we are called to be involved in changing lives. Jesus said that when we feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, heal the sick, give hope to the hopeless, bring peace to the troubled, when we 
do these things for “the least” we are doing them for him. When we do these things we are doing 
our job as the church – we are changing lives for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

What motivates Christians to give is not, however, an obligation because of a vow of member-
ship, or because it makes us feel better about ourselves, or even because we’re good.  Christians 
give for an even greater reason: We love. We love with the love of God. I conclude with these 
words, expressed more eloquently than I ever could, from Frederick Buechner in his The Magnifi-
cent Defeat. He writes: The love for equals is a human thing – of friend for friend, brother for 
brother. It is to love what is loving and lovely. The world smiles. The love for the less fortunate is 
a beautiful thing – the love for those who suffer, for those who are poor, the sick, the failures, the 
unlovely. This is compassion, and it touches the heart of the world…And then there is the love for 
the enemy – love for the one who does not love you but mocks, threatens and inflicts pain. The 
tortured’s love for the torturer. This is God’s love. It conquers the world.”  Now, that’s food for 
thought! 



 

Thoughts from Kay 
 

When was the last time you gave yourself a treat?  Last month I talked about bal-
ance—the importance of centering your life on God, serving others, and caring for your-
self.  For many of us the hardest piece of the puzzle is the last one, self care.  We have 
so many obligations to others, things to do, errands to run, it can be more than difficult 
to find time to take care of ourselves.  Without caring for yourself, your whole life suffers.   

One of my favorite bible verses is Philippians chapter 4, verses 6-7:  “Do not worry 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understand-
ing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  While I find these words 
comforting, I also recognize that while prayer is helpful in times of stress, it isn’t for most 
of us a complete cure for worry.  In fact, sometimes we need to treat our own worry and 
stress before we open ourselves to God’s healing power.  Being intentional about self 
care isn’t easy, but there are a few basic places to start. 

One of the most important words in the language of self care is, “No”.  As a pastor it 
feels like I’m always looking for volunteers, but not at the expense of the volunteer’s 
health!  It’s important to know your own limits and stick to them. Whether in your 
personal or professional life, taking on more than you can handle is a surefire 
recipe for stress. Look at your calendar and make sure you have sufficient blank space. 

Secondly, be willing to adjust your standards.  Perfectionism is a major source of 
avoidable stress. God desires us to be our best selves—but that doesn’t mean living up 
to someone else’s or our own ideas of being the best ever.  Stop setting yourself up 
for failure by demanding perfection. Set reasonable standards for yourself and 
others, and learn to be okay with “good enough.”  

Third, learn to accept what cannot be changed.  Some sources of stress are un-
avoidable. You can’t prevent or change stressors such as the death of a loved 
one, a serious illness, or financial setbacks.  In such cases, the best way to 
cope with stress is to accept things as they are.  This is a good time to pray for 
trust in God’s care in all circumstances.  

Finally, take the time to treat yourself with kindness.  There are so many healthy 
ways to relax and recharge.  Some ideas are:   

 Go for a walk 

 Spend time in nature 

 Call a good friend 

 Sweat out tension with a good workout 

 Write in your journal 

 Take a long bath 

 Savor a warm cup of coffee or tea 

 Play with a pet 

 Work in your garden 

 Get a massage 

 Curl up with a good book 

 Listen to music 

As our hearts turn this month to Easter resurrection, we can celebrate new life by 
offering grace to ourselves.  God loves each one of us so much; who are we to love our-
selves any less?  So take time this day—15 minutes of your schedule and give yourself a 
treat.  And revel in that moment in the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding. 



 

Spring is in the air and visible in our church library during April, “Keep America Beautiful” month, as we 
focus on the environment and going green.  Check out the resources on display and discover the many little 
things you can do that can make a big difference in helping to protect and preserve God’s beautiful creation. 

In addition, new in our adult collection are two books of special interest to those on the difficult journey 
through grief.  Tracks of a Fellow Struggler is pastor and father John Claypool’s personal journey through 
loss following the death of his daughter.  In Widow to Widow,  Genevieve Davis Ginsburg offers other wid-
ows, their families and friends advice for coping with the loss of a husband and “thoughtful practical ideas for 
rebuilding one’s life.”  Read more about these two inspiring and helpful  new books in Helen’s article else-
where in “The Messenger.”   

 New for our children is The Lovables (In the Kingdom of Self-Esteem), a bright, eye-catching  book 
featuring 24 endearing animals, each with a special gift for every child.  Our thanks to the Cantrell family for 

this colorful book which seeks to help children feel unique, confident, enthusiastic 
and loved. 

We’re going green in the children’s room, as well.  Check out Recycle!  A Hand-
book for Kids, explore The Curious Garden, consider how Every Day is Earth 
Day and see our world is For Everyone to Share.  In addition, among the many 
special selections for Easter you’ll find The Legend of the Sand Dollar, The 
Flowering Cross, and Easter in the Garden. 
    

“I’ve always imagined that Paradise will be a kind of library.”  -- Jorge Luis Borges 

Library News 

How’s Your Prayer Life? 
Recently you have been hearing more about prayer in everyone’s daily life.  As encouraged by our Vir-

ginia Conference Bishop Cho, let us strive for WUMC to  become a “Praying Church.”  

At the April Church Council meeting, the Council will be asked to approve a “Covenant for Spiritual Disci-
pline.”  This Covenant is put forth by Bishop Cho and the Conference. 

Congregations are invited to become a Prayer Covenant Congregation by: 

1. Having at least one weekly prayer group that will include weekly prayers for the renewal and re-
vival of our congregation, the Virginia Conference and The United Methodist Church.   

2. Offering at least one class on prayer annually. 

3. Participating in Conference or District prayer equipping (training) events. 

4. Moving toward at least 10% of laity practicing a “one hour daily” spiritual discipline. 

5. Indicating commitment to this covenant through approval by the Church Council.       

Plans are being made for all of these goals to be achieved as we make prayer a part of 
our life.  If you limit your prayers to just the big, dramatic things in your life, you miss 
hundreds of opportunities every day for a sweet communion with God. 

Remember “Pray without ceasing”  I Thessalonians 5:17 



 

Dear Friends, 

Bill and I want to thank you all for the love and 
support you have given us during the loss of our 
grandson Kees.  Kees loved his church and loved 
reaching out to help others. 

Your phone calls, beautiful cards, hugs and 
prayers are greatly appreciated and have brought 
us comfort and peace. 

God has blessed us with a loving and caring 
Church Family. 

Love, 

Bill and Carolyn Mershon 

From the Minister of Congregational Care 
A number of years ago, I was visiting with a member of the congregation I was serving. Her husband of 

many years had died some weeks earlier. His health had been failing for some time, but he was still quite ac-
tive up until just before he died, and the suddenness of his death was unexpected. Her children and ex-
tended family were all local and very supportive, but, like everyone who loses a loved one, she found herself 
in unchartered territory. She was grieving, of course, but she was also having to deal with an awful lot of 
practical issues -- wading through paperwork, handling finances, re-envisioning her social life, rearranging 
(and eventually selling) her home, sorting through his things, and so on. Soon after her husband's death, a 
friend gave her a book full of guidance for widows. She wanted me to know about this book, because she 
had found it so helpful. It wasn't a book dealing with spiritual or theological issues surrounding death and 
grief. It was, instead, a practical guide. I bought a copy and read it, and over the years have given it to sev-
eral people. Our church library now has a copy. The book is Widow To Widow: Thoughtful, Practical 
Ideas For Rebuilding Your Life by Genevieve Davis Ginsburg. If you or someone you know might be in-
terested, check it out.  

The library contains a number of other resources that can be helpful during periods of grief. One other 
book the library has recently obtained is the most recent edition of Tracks of a Fellow Struggler: Living 
and Growing through Grief by John R. Claypool. Claypool was a pastor whose young daughter was diag-
nosed with leukemia. The book contains four sermons he prepared during the time of 
her illness and then, finally, after her death. He includes a bit of introductory material 
for each sermon, and some of his own reflections as well. The book is short and not 
hard to read. It deals with the kinds of theological questions we so often ask when 
faced with suffering and death: Why? Where is God? How could God let this happen?  

Over the years, many people have created resources to help us face death, move 
through grief, and find hope and purpose again after our lives have been disrupted by 
loss. If you have found a particular book or other resource helpful, tell me about it. 
Sharing your experience and wisdom could help someone else in the midst of difficult 
times. 

Peace -- Helen Casey-Rutland 

Thank you so much for your support to our en-
tire family as we grieve the loss of our son, Kees.  
The cards, meals, hugs and prayers bring us great 
comfort on this difficult journey.  Our lives have 
been forever changed.  We know this grieving proc-
ess will take time and appreciate your loving sup-
port.   

Thank you, 

the van Lelivelds  

Thank You 

http://www.amazon.com/Widow-Thoughtful-Practical-Ideas-Rebuilding/dp/0738209961/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1395021547&sr=1-1&keywords=widow+to+widow
http://www.amazon.com/Widow-Thoughtful-Practical-Ideas-Rebuilding/dp/0738209961/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1395021547&sr=1-1&keywords=widow+to+widow
http://www.amazon.com/Genevieve-Davis-Ginsburg/e/B001K8XTB8/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1395021547&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Tracks-Fellow-Struggler-Growing-through/dp/0819221392/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1395021933&sr=1-1&keywords=tracks+of+a+fellow+struggler+by+john+claypool
http://www.amazon.com/Tracks-Fellow-Struggler-Growing-through/dp/0819221392/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1395021933&sr=1-1&keywords=tracks+of+a+fellow+struggler+by+john+claypool


 

Williamsburg United 
Methodist Women 

April 2014 – UMW Circle Meetings 

The Silver Saints (50 plus) plan to tour the Ft. 
Monroe, Casemate Museum on Wednesday, April 
9.  We will meet at the church at 9:30 a.m. and car-
pool to Ft. Monroe.  The cost for the tour is $3.00 

per person.  After the tour we 
will have lunch at a nearby 
restaurant.  All are welcome! 

Please call Art & Loretta 
Heezen (565-2518) for the 
details and to sign up by 
April 2. 

Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, 
April 1 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.   Gene 

Bloomwell will present a second program on 
“The Catacombs.”  Following the program, 

the members will go to lunch at a local res-
taurant. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, April 1 at 1:30 p.m. 
in the Chambrel Activities Room.   Avalon Director, 
Bridget Casey, will be the speaker. 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, April 2 at 
10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  Mary Jo Bennett will be 
speaking on Human Trafficking. 
 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, April 7 from 9:30 
a.m. – 11:30 a.m. in the Church Den.  The program 
speaker will be Mary Beth Sams, President, Friends 
of Barnabas Foundation in Honduras. 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, April 8 at 
1:00 p.m. in the Church Den.  The program 
will be given by Mary Jo Bennett, who will 
speak about Human Trafficking. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, April 8 at 7:00 
p.m. in Room 309.  We will have a meeting filled 
with fellowship while participating in a hands on 
project. 
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, April 14 at 10:30 
a.m. in the Church Den.   
 

WindsorMeade Circle –Monday, April 14 at 10:30 
a.m. in the Ballroom of Windsor Hall.   The speaker 
will be Joan Peterson, Executive Director of Literacy 
for Life. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, April 15 
at 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg Landing Main 
Building in the Jamestown Room. 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

 Service of Candle Burning - Saturday, April 12 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

 UMW Sunday - Sunday, April 27 

 Executive Board Meeting - Monday, April 28 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309  

The next United Methodist Men's’ Break-
fast will be held on Saturday, April 5 at 8:00 
a.m.   A representative from Hospice 
House will be our speaker.  Cost is 
$7.00 per person.   

Please contact Charley 
Skillman (258-4930) for res-
ervations. 

Silver Saints Luncheon  



 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the 
deadline for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed 

or neatly printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for gram-
mar, spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 

lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

Candle Burning Ceremony & 
First General Meeting for 2014 

 

Saturday, April 12 at 10:00 a.m.  

in Fellowship Hall 
 

The Williamsburg United Methodist Women will 
host a candle burning ceremony on Saturday, April 
12.  This time of coming together is an opportunity 
to honor and remember loved ones.  Your donations 
will allow our candle to burn one second for each 
$0.60 donated.  ALL donations support UMW world-
wide missions. 

During the ceremony, we will hear the names of 
loved ones read aloud.  We will pray, sing hymns, 
share a litany, hear a mission update and a Re-
sponse moment. 

Please join us for our first WUMW General Meet-
ing this year.  If you are unable to attend the meet-
ing, you may still donate to this worthwhile cause, 
and your loved one’s name will be included with the 
others that will be honored and remembered at the 
ceremony.  Forms are available from circle leaders, 
Elane Strange, or the church office, and will be in 
the church bulletin on April 6.  Attach contributions 
to the form and leave them in the Candle Burning 
box in the church office by April 8. 

If you would like to display a picture of the peo-
ple that you are honoring or remembering, please 
contact Bonnie Brothers (258-
0940) or bring the pictures the 
morning of the ceremony to in-
clude in the display. 

Light refreshments will be 
served at the ceremony.  If you 
have question, please contact 
Elane Strange (220-8414.) 

New United Methodist Women 
Book Club 

 

A new UMW book club is being formed to read 
books included in the 2010-2014 Reading Program 
list. All that is required for the program is to read 5 
books--one from each category including Education 
for Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing for 
Community, Social Action and Spiritual Growth. Cer-
tificates will be given at the conclusion of this year's 
program. Once a month from April through August, 
we will read and discuss a short book to cover the 
required reading.  

The purpose of the UMW Reading Program is to 
encourage members to think critically about current 
issues through an annual selection of member-
reviewed books. It offers an excellent opportunity to 
deepen your spirituality and to broaden your under-
standing of our mission work. 

We will begin by discussing Debbie Macomber's 
book, One Simple Act--Discovering the Power 
of Generosity. It is available through the church 
library, the WJCC library, Amazon.com or any book-
store. This engaging book is a quick read and many 
of you have read it already. This book fulfills the 
Social Action category of the Reading Program. 

Please come to the first meeting, 
April 14 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309.  

For questions or more 
information, please con-
tact Carol Brinkley (258-

0617).  

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

Please join us in welcoming into the 
world 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Born February 24, 2014 to  

Micah & Jessica Reynolds. 

Nancy Reynolds’ First Grandchildren! 
 

Welcome & Happy Birthday to all those 
new arrivals!  

It’s A 

Aiden Campbell Reynolds 
& 

Isaac Wyatt Reynolds 

Scouts Achieve Eagle Rank 
Brandon Roos-McClinton and Tim Felbinger, members of Scout Troop 103 which meets at the Williams-

burg United Methodist Church, recently achieved the rank of Eagle Scout. 

Brandon is a senior at Warhill High School. His Eagle project was building a Fellowship Circle at Crosswalk 
Community Church in Norge. He is a currently a Junior Assistant Scoutmaster for Troop 103, and has re-
ceived the Walker Mulligan Scouting Spirit Award. 

Tim is a sophomore at Jamestown High School. His Eagle project was implementing 
improvements to the walking trail at Powhatan Woods. Tim is the Senior Patrol Leader 
for Troop 103. 

Both young men received their Eagle Scout Award at a ceremony on December 30.  
Doug Marty is the Scoutmaster for Troop 103. 

Bob Spencer 

Scouting Coordinator for WUMC 

Spring Break Creator’s 
Kids 

The Creator’s Kids would like to invite you to our 
special Spring Break Sessions.  During the week of 
WJCC and York County school districts’ Spring 
Break, we will meet on Monday, April 7, Wednes-
day, April 9, and Friday, April 11 from 9:00 a.m. to 
11:00 p.m. in Room 303 (Children’s Wing).  On 
each of these days, you will be given the opportu-
nity to create any of the projects we have com-
pleted so far in our first year.  These projects in-
clude: 
  

 Self-Portrait – The Artist in Me (Sept. & Oct) 

 Sunflowers – Still Life (Nov.) 

 The Nativity (Dec.) 

 Starry Night – Recreate  a 
Masterpiece (Jan.) 

 An Ocean Scene (Feb) 

 The Human Hand – What 
Makes Us Unique (March) 

  

The sessions are open to anyone from 1st Grade 
through Adult.  The sessions are also open to those 
who have participated in Creator’s Kids but have 
missed any of the sessions or need to complete an 
existing project.  You are all also welcome to come 
to any or all of the sessions.   Please bring a small 
snack and/or a drink with you and an appreciation 
for the artistry that God shows us in the wonderful 
creation of His world.      

X 2!! 



 

Goodbyes and Hellos 
 

Well I guess it’s official then. I’ve just looked on the US Immigration website and it seems my visa has 
been approved, so this will be the last time I write for the Messenger from the UK. If you’ve grown accus-
tomed to my British way of spelling, don’t worry, I’m bringing my laptop with me so will continue to confuse 
by talking about my favourite colour for example! 

It’s been a strange couple of weeks here. I said goodbye to my church and youth group, spent a few 
days in Ireland with family, then had a weekend on retreat in the beautiful Yorkshire Dales (pics on 
www.notminebutyours.net) and yesterday officially registered as unemployed for the first time in my life! 
In the midst of this I’ve been keeping an eye on the relevant website and today got the news we’ve been 
hoping for. I remember saying at the interview weekend that I may find myself in a position of finishing em-
ployment in the UK and having to take a step of faith and not apply for a job over here trusting that the visa 
would be granted. Hindsight makes that easy to say, but recent experience has made it easier to believe. 

A couple of years ago I went through quite a difficult time and every time I cried out to God in prayer I 
sensed the answer “trust me” coming back. When you are desperate for an active answer, that’s not what 
you want to hear God saying! Of course, God is God and knows what he’s doing, even when it feels like very 
little or that he’s far away. I know many of you will have had all sorts of questions for God recently, even an-
ger and rage, and those feelings may not have gone away yet. I know from experience God is big enough to 
take all the anger and rage I’ve hurled at him in deeply distressing situations; he has listened as I’ve shouted 
at him and patiently replied, “I love you, trust me”. And with time he has brought me through those difficul-
ties, to the point now where I can say it’s easier (not always easy, just less 
difficult) to trust him when he calls me to follow. 

Next stop, of course, is following Him to Williamsburg. I’ve said my 
church goodbyes here, and over coming weeks will be saying goodbye to 
family and life-long friends. Those will be sad, but I know from experience 
through the interview weekend that a warm welcome awaits me in a week 
or two. There will probably be a tear or two over coming weeks, but as I 
follow God who says “trust me” I look forward with excitement to the next 
chapter in my life. 

 

Andy 

Attention all Families!! 
Mark Your Calendars for theses Exciting Upcoming and Family-Friendly Events: 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt  
and Hot Dog Lunch 
Saturday, April 19 

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

For children ages birth 
through 5th grade.   

Invite friends and family! 

Vacation Bible School! 
Monday through Friday, 

June 23 – 27 

9:00 a.m. to noon 

Theme:  “Weird Animals” 

Registration begins on Palm 
Sunday, April 13. 

http://www.notminebutyours.net


 

Shepherd’s Fold 
Our congregation recently collected items for the Lenten shoeboxes. These items 

were wrapped, assembled and delivered to church members who are no longer able 
to attend worship.  Thanks to the members of our congregation for the generous do-
nations and to the Shepherd’s Fold visitors for making the deliveries.   

A very special thank you to Louise Bull, who celebrates her 100th birthday on 
March 31, for her part in wrapping the 1,000 gifts. 

  

Thanks! 

Easter Messiah Returns to Williamsburg UMC 
Williamsburg United Methodist Church is proud to announce that 

on Saturday, April 12 at 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary of our church, the 
Handel Chamber Orchestra and Chorus under the direction of Richard 
Sowers, conductor, will present George Frideric Handel’s most famous sa-
cred oratorio MESSIAH, the Easter portion, Parts II and III. Admission is 
free and open to the public. 

This special concert event is being presented in recognition of the 
church’s 50th anniversary when, in 1964, Williamsburg UMC moved from the 
corner of Duke of Gloucester Street to its current location at Jamestown Rd, 

only a few blocks away.  

The Handel Chamber Orchestra is comprised of professional musicians from the Williamsburg 
Symphonia, Virginia Symphony, and Richmond Symphony. They will play the overture from Part I as 
introduction to the Easter portion which begins with the haunting chorus “Behold the Lamb of God.” 
The movements that follow consist of solo arias, recitatives, and choruses narrating the story of 
Christ’s Passion. At the end of Part II, depicting Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection, the Chorus 
sings the most popular “Hallelujah!” Next, the Redemption portion celebrates the glorification of 
Christ in heaven through such well-known music as “I know that my Redeemer liveth” (soprano), 
the rousing bass aria “The trumpet shall sound,” the beautiful alto and tenor duet “O death, where 
is thy sting?,” the exciting “Worthy is the Lamb” and the final, great “Amen!” chorus.  

Our outstanding roster of professional soloists include Laura Strickling, soprano, Lou-Anne 
Smith, mezzo, Garry Sloan, tenor, and Branch Fields, bass. These soloists will also perform as a 
quartet ensemble for three of the movements. 

The last time the Easter portion of Messiah was presented at WUMC was in the spring of 2009. 
Since that time, our annual Christmas Messiah has grown in popularity from one to two perform-
ances in order to seat its ever-growing audience. We hope the Easter Messiah will become as popu-
lar providing another important outreach ministry for the deserving citizens and charities of James 
City County, Williamsburg and beyond. 

A free-will offering will be collected of which net proceeds will be given to local charities. Concert 
duration is intended to be about 90 minutes. For more information, phone the church office (229-
1771) or visit the church online: www.williamsburgumc.org.  

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

April 6: Communion Sunday, adult 
choirs sing “Jesus Died on Calvary’s 
Mountain” by K. Lee Scott 
 

April 12: MESSIAH by G.F. Handel, the Handel 
Chamber Orchestra and Chorus will present the 
Easter portion (Parts II and III) on Saturday, April 
12 at 5:00 p.m. Free admission to all.  
 

April 13: Palm Sunday, adult choirs sing “Let All 
Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” by Gustav Holst, Marla 
Sowers, soprano, Gil Monell, baritone; Bells of 
Praise will lead the beginning of our service of 
Praise in the Procession and Hymn Concertato on 
"All Glory, Laud and Honor", arr. by Dobrinski. Can-
ticles of Praise, Wesley Choir, Carol Choir and Sine 
Nomine Ringers will present “Hosanna To The Lord” 
by Becki Slagle Mayo 
 

April 17: Maundy Thursday service at 7:00 p.m., 
Sanctuary Choir and Chancel Choir sing “I Am with 
you Always” by John Rutter; Charles Wesley Singers 
present “Stay With Us” by Egil Hovland 
 

April 18: Good Friday service at 7:00 p.m. in the 
sanctuary.  

Our new quilting ministry is going strong and working out quite well.  We have donated over a dozen 
small lovely items to the Mother's Day Out program here at WUMC and are now working on lap size quilts for 
our homebound members and participants in Respite Care.  We have two completed quilts and plan to finish 
at least one a month.   

If you are interested in contributing to our new ministry please contact Krista France (345-0460) or 
krbales@hotmail.com.  We currently meet one Thursday a month from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. in Room 121 
Wesley Hall in the church basement.  If you are a non-quilter who would like to learn, we can show you eve-
rything you need to know to get started.  If you are a non-sewer who would like to con-
tribute to the ministry we are currently looking for donations of batting and muslin back-
ing material.  For more information on the types of batting and size of backing we need 
please contact Krista France.  Our next meeting is Thursday, April 10 in Room 121 
(Wesley Hall).   

Music Ministries Calendar for April 

April 20: EASTER SUNDAY, Adult 
choirs and orchestra will present some 
of the finest anthems and instrumental 
music written for organ, brass, percus-
sion, and chorus including:  

 Fanfare for the Common Man by Aaron 

Copland  

 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today arranged by 

Wayne Bisbee 

 Easter Fanfare by Douglas E. Wagner 

 Hail Thee Festival Day by Ralph Vaughan 

Williams 

 How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place from the 

German Requiem by Johannes Brahms  

 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

by Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 Hallelujah! the most famous chorus from 

Handel’s MESSIAH 

 Grand Choeur Dialogue by Eugene Gigout 
 

April 27: Second Sunday of Easter, adult choirs 
have the day off. Music in worship provided by spe-
cial guests. 

mailto:krbales@hotmail.com


 

Respite care recognized longtime volun-
teer, Beth Pierce, for sharing her talents and 
smiles every Thursday afternoon.  Beth and 
her husband Dick are moving to Charlottesville, 
VA.   

Respite purchased a cane to decorate, in 
support of the Peninsula Agency on Aging’s 
(PAA) fundraiser, “Raising Cane.”  Participants 
at Respite Care conceptualized, sanded, 
molded, painted, decorated, and named this 
cane: 

“A Tree of Life: the birds and the bees.”   

In the process we learned that one guest 
was a “birder” and he educated our group with 
many interesting facts about various birds! 

Canes were on display at Patrick Henry 
Mall in March and were auctioned after-
wards.  Proceeds benefit the programs of the 
PAA and Catholic Charities of Eastern Virginia.  

A Silver Salute to Early Childhood Music School 
A Brief History 

The Early Childhood Music School (ECMS) is 
celebrating its 25th year as an outreach ministry of 
Williamsburg United Methodist Church.  In 1989 the 
school began in the basement of the church with 
one teacher, one assistant and four classes.   
  

Where Are We Now? 

Since that humble beginning, 
ECMS has expanded to 50 weekly 
classes and a faculty of 11.  The 
classes in music-and-movement 
include infants, toddlers, pre-
schoolers and school-age children 

up to age 10, also five classes of group piano for 
adults.   That’s right!  More than 400 students par-
ticipate on a weekly basis!  They enter the building 
through the rear door by the deck and then proceed 
down to the lower level or up to the third floor 
where they are greeted by loving, caring assistants 
and instructed by qualified, internationally certified 
teachers.  They come for the fun and stay for the 
education.    
 

The School’s Mission 

What does a music school have to do with the 
church’s mission of “making disciples for Jesus 
Christ?”  Early Childhood Music School of Williams-
burg United Methodist Church, which is highly re-
garded in the greater Williamsburg community, has 
brought thousands of families into the church where 

their faith can be nurtured.  Of course, many al-
ready have church homes, but many others have 
learned about WUMC through ECMS and made our 
church their church.  

ECMS prepares children to 
become future church musicians, 
singing in choirs, playing hand-
bells, and, like 9-year-old Michael 
Gibson (a graduate of ECMS), 
playing the pipe organ for wor-
ship.  Additionally, the school’s 
Project Outreach takes ECMS into 
the community to serve another 300 financially dis-
advantaged children in the name of Williamsburg 
United Methodist Church.  Look for more informa-
tion about Project Outreach in the next Messenger. 
 

A Special Concert 

On May 4 at 3:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, 
Michael and other accomplished ECMS alums will 
join featured performer Tom Marshall in a special 
concert to celebrate the music school’s twenty-fifth 

anniversary.   The ECMS board 
and faculty invite the entire 
church family to come and en-
joy this joyful musical celebra-
tion, followed by a dessert re-
ception.   Donations will bene-
fit Project Outreach.    

Respite Entry Wins 3rd Place 



 

Thank You 
Thank you, Williamsburg UMC, for your Advent Offering which will make a differ-

ence by providing funds for the April [pastor] training. These formal District Train-
ings begin April 2 and continue each month through July for 2014. Those more ad-
vanced are carefully selected and provided a scholarship for a Bachelors or Masters 
of Theology, either in Zimbabwe, England or the USA. Ultimately, completion of the 
new West Africa United Methodist University on the Pa Loko property will provide 
extensive education opportunities right here for more pastors. Plans are well under-
way. 

If you want to see the newsletter, go to 

http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Hearts-Full.html?soid=1113943435407&aid=BmYWCR_71UY. 

Dear Carolyn and Respite Team, 

This note is to express my profound thanks and 
appreciation for the caring, compassion, and love 
which you all have shown my husband and me the 
past 21 months.  I am forever grateful to you and 
your team for the role you have played in our lives. 

 

Blessings, 

Wife of respite participant 

Thanks from Matthew Whaley Elementary & Berkeley Middle Schools! 
 

“Oh, thank you,” the recipient at Berkeley said.  “We haven’t had binders to give to children for months.  
They’ll be so happy!” 

Your school supply refresher is greatly appreciated by both schools.  By now the sup-
plies donated early in the school year are exhausted.  Not surprisingly, the item most 
sought after is TISSUES!  Thanks to you, Matthew Whaley School received crayons, pen-
cils, composition books, spiral notebooks, notebook paper, scissors, markers, glue and 
glue sticks, a backpack and TISSUES.  Berkeley received ball point pens, binders, note-
book paper, composition books, spiral notebooks, dividers, backpacks, dry erase markers, 
highlighters, folders, index cards, colored pencils, sticky notes, rulers, erasers, and TIS-
SUES.  

On behalf of the school children, the teachers and school administrators --- bless you. 

Local Outreach Team 

Dear Carolyn, 

Thank you for the help and care you and Ellen 
and Ellen’s team provided. 

It was so much help to get 4 hours to take care 
of essentials and a little relief from the need to give 
my wife almost my full time attention. 

 

Thanks, 

Respite participant’s husband 

Making A Difference At Respite 

Living Our Mission:   
Welcome, Nurture, Transform 

http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Hearts-Full.html?soid=1113943435407&aid=BmYWCR_71UY


 

Third Annual Women's Retreat 
 

Saturday, May 3 from 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
 

The Founders Inn  
(on the campus of Regent University) 

5641 Indian River Rd, Virginia Beach, VA 23464   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theme:  "Coming Closer to God in Mind, Body and Soul" 
 
Guest Speaker: Candy Southern has served as a featured speaker at Women’s Conferences in North Caro-
lina and Virginia.  Candy has worked with “Maranatha Ministries” (Family, Faith, & Friendship) for over twenty 
five years and has long ministered to women through Bible Studies at Mount Olivet UMC.  She continues her 
ministry at the “Outer Banks Interdisciplinary Counseling Center” in Manteo, NC and is an active member of 
the Liberty Christian Fellowship. 

Although she has formal ministerial training, she claims it is life’s journey that has prepared her to better 
understand God’s grace, mercy and redemption. Her topic for the retreat is, “My Heart for His Heart.” 
 

Additional Presenters include: 
 

 Rev. Juanita Graham: called by God and licensed, to preach the Gospel, at the historic First 
Baptist Church of Williamsburg, VA. She will share in message, word and dance.  

 

 Rev. Jeanne Forrest, Pastoral Care Specialist: "Uniting Mind and Soul to Live According to 
the Will of God"  

 

 Mary L. Brett Wright, BCC Life Coach: A lay servant for the York River District and a current 
day prayer warrior will present on "God's Grace." 

 

Please, join us for this special day of worship, fellowship, rest and communion among the lovely gardens 
at The Founders Inn.  The afternoon include a piano/vocal recital presented by Donna Wallin, pianist.  Reg-
istration fee: $50.00 - includes morning treats and lunch.  Deadline for registration is April 28.   

For additional information and registration, please contact Jeanne Forrest (503-3550) or Mary L. Brett 
Wright (571-216-8372).  

We look forward to seeing you there and hope you will bring a friend! 

Stephen Ministry 
We all need a concerned, caring friend at difficult times in our lives.  A Stephen Minis-

ter can listen and care for you or for someone else you know who is going through a 
tough time. 

Candy Southern 

Rev. Juanita Graham 

Rev. Jeanne Forrest 

Mary L. Brett Wright 



 

Condolences   

Jim Ford, Respite Client 

Lou Gaudio, 
Respite Client 

given To the Kees vanLeliveld Scholarship in 
memory of Hendrik Kees van Leliveld from 

given To Respite in memory of  
Cathy Garrette Loving from 

Memorial Giving  

 Dr. & Mrs. Richard Soulen 

 Mrs. Ruth Harlow 

 Mr. & Mrs. George Watson 

 Mr. & Mrs. Jack van Leliveld 

 Mrs. Cynthia Long 

given in honor of Doris Killion from 

 Ms. Dianne Colton 

given in honor of Mary Logan from 

 Ms. Virginia Atwood 

Honorarium Giving  

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

given in memory of Edgar A. Hastings from 

given in memory of John C. Harlow, Jr. from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Morris Clark 

 Mrs. Roberta Laynor 

 Dr.& Mrs. Patton Saul 

 Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Simpson 

 Ms. Dianne Colton 

 Mr. & Mrs. Otis Copley 

 Rev. & Mrs. Leslie Goode 

 Ms. Harriet Harper 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hollis 

 Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Killion 

 Ms. Trish Lively 

 Mr. & Mrs. Janice Mockmore 

 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Reynolds 

 Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Simpson 

 Mr. & Mrs. Nate Walkley 

 Doris, Richard Jr. & Trudi, Kenneth & Mary,  
William & Georgene 

 The Gene Elliott Family, The Larry Elliott Family,  
The Jane Ann Stork Family 

given To Jeremiah Project in memory of  
Hendrik Kees van Leliveld from 

 Mrs. Joyce Hedgepeth 

given in memory of Julia Woodbridge Oxreider 
from 

 Ms. Martha Briggs 

Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to the families of those 

who have passed away  
during the month 

of March: 

Jocie Watson,  
mother of Nancy Ward 

Lois Hill 

Sandra McDaniel 

Harold Poulsen 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

The Messenger 

A Monthly Publication of 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church  

500 Jamestown Rd., Williamsburg, VA 23185 

Church Office (757-229-1771) 

www.williamsburgumc.org 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

WUMC 2014 Operating Budget 
This is an update on our Church's financial outlook for 2014.  The Church Council has just 

passed the Operating Budget for 2014, and there are features in it about which you should be 
aware. 

First, based on their previous pledges, there are many people who have increased their pledges 
for 2014.  For this we are quite thankful.  Second, some people chose not to make a pledge for 
2014, but regularly contribute.  Because they have not pledged, it makes financial planning more difficult.  Never-
theless, we are thankful they continue to contribute regularly, and we have made estimates on their giving in 
2014. All told, our projected income for this year is about the same as it was for last year -- and has been for the 
past several years because the increases in pledges have been offset by people leaving the area. 

Quite simply, this means we are unable to plan to increase our ministries and outreach programs in 
2014.  Moreover, it means we are unable to include any increase in staff salaries this year.  For your in-
formation, the staff has only received a salary increase once in the last six years.  Furthermore, we have made 
cuts in budget requests in several places in order to make a financially sound budget.  In making its budget 
recommendation to the Church Council, the Finance Committee was not happy with these decisions.  They were, 
however, required. The Finance Committee will continue to make every effort to find ways to be more efficient and 
effective in allocating the Church's financial resources. 

The Committee believes one area deserving special consideration is retiring our debt obligations.   As you may 
recall, these debts arose out of our much-needed facility improvements completed in 2006.  In 2013, we paid a 
little over $290,000 to service those debts.  The Committee believes it is time to retire these debts as soon as pos-
sible.  Every dollar we don't pay to a bank goes directly toward our mission of making disciples for Jesus Christ in 
Williamsburg and beyond.  For example, if we retire the Construction Loan in the near future, this will immediately 
add about $35,000 to our yearly income.  An addition to income such as this would cover all of the cuts the Com-
mittee made in order to balance the 2014 Operating Budget.  We will continue to examine similar ways to be more 
effective in the use of our financial resources in order to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ throughout our 
community and the world. 


